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Tealight Votives
I still love making these even though I have 
made them so many times already. I am always 
on the lookout for interesting tissue- or gift 
wrapping paper. The tealight votives are great 
gifts or home and table decor objects. Join 
me in becoming a maker and collector of these 
delightful tealights.

You will need:

• Small glass votives
• Tissue/wrapping paper
• Sheet for template
• Pencil

How to make tealight votives:

1. If the template on page 34 is too big or too small for your votives, measure the height and 
circumference of each glass to be decorated. If the glass is tapered, measure the circumference 
around the rim and around the base. 

2. Use the measurements to draw a curved rectangle on the sheet of paper, with the circumference 
measurement(s) as the length. Alternatively, place the glass on a sheet of paper and draw along 
the top and the bottom while rolling it across the paper. This will be the template.

3. Use the template and cut out curved rectangles from the tissue or wrapping paper.
4. Apply the wallpaper glue onto the outside of your votives using your fi ngers, then paste the cut 

out paper rectangle onto each glass with the decorative side facing out. Use your fi ngers to 
press the paper onto the glass, working from the centre towards the outer edges to remove air 
bubbles and excess glue.

5. Place each glass on top of a small cup to elevate it from your work surface and prevent it from 
sticking to anything. Leave to dry overnight.

6. Once the glue is dry, use a damp cloth and remove any dry wallpaper glue from the inside, or 
from the base of each glass. To remove any excess paper from either the top or bottom of the 
rim, use a craft knife. 

• Scissors
• Wallpaper glue
• Damp cloth
• Craft knife
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Faux Mercury Glass

Follow the manufacturing instructions on 
how to apply a vinyl sticker

 onto glass objects. 

Glass with Vinyl Sticker
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You will need:

• Glass jar or glass votives (any size)
• Spray bottle
• Spray mask (dust mask)
• Protective gloves
• Silver spray paint 
• Gold spray paint 
• Solution of 100ml water and 100ml vinegar

How to make a faux mercury glass:

1.  Use soapy water to ensure that all labels and any residue   
     is removed from the glass bottle. Once cleaned properly,   
     dry the glass jar well. 
2.  Spray paint the inside of the jar, by starting with the silver   
      spray paint. Hold the jar at a horizontal angle and spray 
      it with quick bursts of silver. Allow the fi rst layer of 
      paint to dry for about fi ve minutes. Thereafter, rotate the 
      jar between bursts. 

3. Fill a spray bottle with a water-and-vinegar solution. Spray the solution into the painted jar. 
This will cover the surface with little beads. 

4. Leave the jar to dry overnight. You will notice that the solution will distress the paint.
5. Once the jar is completely dry, apply the gold spray paint to the inside of the jar using the 

same technique as indicated above in steps 2 and 3. 
6. Light a candle in the jar for an authentic mercury appearance. 

Caution: When using spray paint, wear a mask and work in a well-ventilated area.



34 *templates not to scale
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